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SUBJ: CUSTOMS TRAINING AND ASSISTANCE 
REF: RANGOON 2556 

1. MRSSRS KEENAN AND MURPHY, U.S. CUSTOMS OPERATIONS OFFICERS, 

CALLED ON U MYA THEIN, DIRECTOR-GENERAL, GUB CUSTOMS ON OCTOBER 16. 
DIRECTOR-GENERAL JOINED BY SEVERAL ASSISTANTS AND STAFF MEMBERS TO 
LISTEN TO PRESENTATION ON CUSTOMS TRAINING PROGRAMS. PRESENTATION 
WAS WELL-ACCEPTED AND FOLLOWED BY REMARKS AND QUERIES WHICH IND- 
ICATED FURTHER INTEREST. 

2. GENERAL TENOR OF MEETING FURTHER INDICATED THAT BURMESE NOT 
PREPARED AT THIS TIME TO ACCEPT CUSTOMS TRAINING TEAM IN BURMA, BUT 
THAT MID-MANAGEMENT COURSE IN U.S. MORE FITTING TO THEIR NEEDS. 

LEFT UNSAID, BUT OBVIOUS POINT OF QUERIES. WAS DIFFICULTY FOR GUB 

TO FINANCE INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL 
ASPECT OF TRAINING COURSES. PAST 

EXPERIENCE HERE HAS BEEN THAT GUB APPEARED WILLING TO PARTICIPATE 
IN CERTAIN PROGRAMS, BUT UNABLE TO BUDGET FOR INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL. 

3. BROCHURES AND OTHER MATERIALS LEFT WITH GUB CUSTOMS OFFICIALS 
FOR FURTHER DELIBERATION. EMBASSY POINT OF CONTACT FOR ADDITIONAL 
QUERIES ALSO ESTABLISHED. 
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4. COMMENT: THIS IS FIRST EXPRESSION IN SOME TIME OF INTEREST IN 
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U.S. SUPPORTED TRAINING PROGRAMS. PAST OFFERS, FARGELY USAID 
POLICE TRAINING PROGRAMS AND DEA NARCOTICS COURSES, HAVE BEEN 
DISREGARDED, PROBABLY BECAUSE OF NATURE OF COURSE SPONSORS AS WELL 
AS SIMPLE BUREAUCRATIC INERTIA. HOWEVER, NONPOLITICAL FLAVOR OF 
CUSTOMS-TO-CUSTOMS TRAINING MAY BE MORE APPEALING TO GUB. WE 
INTEND TO PURSUE THE INTEREST IN LOW-KEY MANNER. NO MENTION WAS 
MADE OF MOTOR BOATS AS ANTICIPATED IN REFTEL. 

OSBORN 
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